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Fun awaits inside.   This magazine contains art activities, free games, contests, puzzles, etc...



For more information or to customize an

experience, call us at 416-636-1656  or

email us at  info@theconcernedkids.com.

Like our 

BOOK US TODAY!

Are you a non-profit offering programs to children?  We would
like to hear from you!  We are exploring partnership opportunities.

programs?

Our team of artist facilitators will work with you to

customize an experience for your group.  Whether it is

5 children in a park or 35 children on Zoom, we will

create a safe, memorable and interactive experience

for them.  Contact us today for your free consultation.  

Invite us to your organization to facilitate
one of our programs!



Happy Fall!  The team at The Concerned Kids Charity wants

to share this magazine with you.   TCK educates children

about important social issues through the uniquely engaging

art of puppetry and empowers young people to make

smarter and kinder choices in all areas of their lives. The

Concerned Kids strives to support schools and communities

in fostering safe and healthy environments where children

are free to learn, live and play. 

Since 1989, TCK has been using interactive puppet

performances to educate elementary school-aged children

about serious and sensitive social issues that affect their daily

lives. 

We have an inventory of 60+ life-sized puppets that

represent a diverse group of ethnicities, abilities, and

gender-expressions, proudly reflecting Toronto’s

multiculturalism.  Our programs deal with a variety of

important issues including bullying, consent, physical safety,

autism awareness, mental health awareness, peer pressure

and substance abuse, as well as cyberbullying, gender

expression and family diversity. 

We also offer a variety of virtual programs to keep kids

connected from the comfort and safety of their home,  In the

summer of 2020, we reached more than 30,000 children

across the GTA.  Our programs are immersive, the children

participate along with our facilitators.

Our goal is to equip children with the necessary skills for

healthy social development, and to empower young people

to fulfill their potential as successful and contributing adults.

Our programs are designed to support and inspire children

to lead healthy, active lives. To learn more, or to register,

please visit us online at www.theconcernedkids.com.
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TOP 9 TIPS FOR BEING A 

SUPERHERO
COVID FIGHTING

Never skip an opportunity to WASH YOUR HANDS! If you can’t wash

your hands SANITIZE!

While you wash, SING THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY SONG to yourself 2

times!

Help keep your friends safe, WEAR A MASK and smile behind it!

Try your very best and DO NOT TOUCH YOUR EYES, NOSE OR MOUTH.

If you need to sneeze or cough always USE A TISSUE or if you can’t

do that, SNEEZE OR COUGH INTO YOUR ELBOW.

Remember to smile and look, but DO NOT TOUCH YOUR FRIENDS OR

THEIR BELONGINGS.

Always be a good buddy, but DO NOT SHARE YOUR SNACKS, YOUR

WATER BOTTLE, OR YOUR MASK with your friends.

Remember IT’S OK IF YOU FEEL SCARED OR SAD. Everyone feels this

way sometimes!

Most important of all, if you feel worried, or sick,  TALK TO YOUR MOM,

DAD, OR TEACHER!   They are here to help you!



 FALL VIRTUAL PROGRAM
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!

The Concerned Kids fall programming offers opportunities for

kids to stay engaged, learning, entertained and socialized

throughout the fall.

This summer we transformed our in-person puppetry

performances, and instead engaged children online through

virtual camps. Using Zoom and expert artist facilitators, we

delivered exciting weekly and daily camps incorporating

performance, handicraft, and fine arts to reduce isolation,

expand socialization, increase engagement, and provide

some much-needed relief for parents.

This fall, you can choose from many exciting virtual programs,

including;

Puppet Pals  

Thursdays starting October 29

Includes a puppet-making kit and lots of activities!

Mom + Me 

Wednesdays starting November  4- November 26

Fun workshops for caregivers and their little ones

Paint Exploration 

Thursdays starting November 5 - December 10

The TCK Painting Exploration program takes everything you

know about painting and turns it topsy-turvy!

After School 

Starting October 20th for 4 or 8 weeks

This dynamic program offers crafts, mindfulness, self-

reflection activities and more!

We can't wait for you to join us . See further details about

these programs throughout this magazine and visit us online.

www.theconcernedkids.com

mom
+ me
P U P P E T R Y  P R O G R A M

puppet pals

ACADEMYACADEMY
PUPPETRY

VIRTUAL AFTER
SCHOOL CLUB

Painting 
Exploration 

Program

I M M E R S I V E
P U P P E T R Y  P R O G R A M



Journey of life.

I’m taking you on an adventure.

But there is no need to pack,

You will not need a map, for there is  no set track.

We will scratch our knees climbing mountains.

Meet monsters that will have us plead, and

others with a sweet disguise.

Endure the toughest of storms, while the currents

ahead will rise.

We may find ourselves in the belly of the beast,

or singing a beautiful song.

For yes, this journey shall be frightening, but we

will also find delight as we go along.

Once we rise up to the mountains we will find its

admirable view. You will notice how the once big

things now seem so little to you.

You will now know of all the monster’s tactics

and will recognize the footsteps they leave.

Currents will not be so hard to take on, for you’ve

learned how to adjust your sails.

This voyage will teach you things, even when you

do not want to know. It will show one who they

are, and what they need to grow. You will meet

those who show you what it is to be at home.

Find places you’ll never want to leave, the places

you see in your wildest of dreams.

This excursion comes only once, it’s name you

ask? Well my dear, it is what we call the journey

of life and we are so glad you are here.

                                 

-Emily Mia, 13
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messages from our friends

"Mr. Douglas was
soooooo cool and fun

and i liked the the
awesome snacks that

were just for us.”

"Ms. Jessie was so awesome.  I
loved her class. I have always
wanted to learn painting and

now I started painting because
of her."

"I love the virtual
classes, it gave me a
chance to meet new

friends!"

"I liked how Dove would make us
exercise in the morning.  It was
fun to move around and dance

and be silly."

"I loved playing the games
with the puppets.  My
favourites were the

Freeze Dance Game and
Talking Tyrannosaurus."   

"I had fun when Mark was
telling his knock-knock jokes,
I was able to share some of
my jokes with the group." 



bunraku pronounced  boon-rah-koo

Bunraku is the traditional puppet theatre

of Japan. It started off as popular

entertainment for the commoners during

the late 17th century. Bunraku puppets are

about one-half size and each is operated

by three performers: a principal operator

and two assistants. Strings are not used,

but rather puppeteers co-operate to

maneuver the limbs, eyelids, eyeballs,

eyebrows, and mouths of the puppets,

thereby producing life-like actions and

facial expressions. The puppeteers are in

full view of the audience, but are dressed

in black to symbolize that they are taken to

be as “invisible”. 

Bunraku is the name commonly used for

ningyo joruri - “ningyo” meaning puppet

and “joruri” being a form of chanted

narration.

Bunraku puppets were made of a type of

wood-carved figure originally made to

stand out through torch illumination.

I believe that puppetry is the most

important human form of communication

that is a powerful tool to engage all ages,

gender, emotions, and inner reflection of

one’s soul. I was introduced to TCK as a

volunteer puppeteer for three years and

learning to operate these incredible life

sized puppets in the traditional bunraku

style has been one the best experiences in

my life. Since I have been part of this

charity we have seen more than 17,000

students in schools across the GTA and

surrounding areas. It is an amazing

experience to see students' eyes light up

when the puppets hit the stage with topics

that they are currently learning about and

going through.

ACTIVITYACTIVITYACTIVITY
CORNER

Written by: Mr. Douglas



TCK puppet shows are geared to get

important conversations started on serious

social issues and mindfully equipping our

audience with the tools to overcome

diverse situations to make wiser and kinder

choices for a better future for everyone.

TCK Puppet Shows operate much like the

traditional style of Bunraku but bring a

modern twist to the experience. TCK

puppet kids are about the size of a 4 year

old child wearing real kids clothes and they

are operated by only one puppeteer each.

Our puppeteers also wear all black

consisting of hoods to cover their faces,

gloves, long sleeved shirts, pants and

shoes. We use a table dressed in black

cloth for a stage and our audiences get the

best view point from sitting on the floor a

fair distance in front. There is also a black

backdrop behind the table creating an

excellent set so when the puppet kids

come out, they pop with fantastic colour. 

With the puppeteers dressed in all black a

brilliant optical illusion is created that

makes the puppet kids look like they are

talking and moving by themselves. It is

quite an experience to see it in real life. All

our puppeteers are professionally trained

to learn scripts and to bring the puppet

kids to life through masterful manipulation. 

All TCK shows deal with serious social

issues that students face on a day to day

basis. We have programs on bullying,

personal & school safety, mental health,

accepting differences, gender, family

diversity and healthy lifestyle choices. Our

charity follows all current Ontario Health

guidelines and protocols to personal and

community safety, always providing

mindful safe zones during our live

performances. Check out TCK website for

more information and school booking

details. www.theconcernedkids.com



In this virtual class, participants will

expand their current concepts of

painting as we explore different types of

paint, different brushes, canvases, and

mixing mediums. This camp not only

provides different materials that you

may have never thought to use for

painting, it also shows you how to take

the things in your environment and

bring them into your painting practice. 

Each painting class encourages

participants to be involved in

communicating their ideas with each

other, because after all, sharing new 

kids work

Painting Exploration Program
Thursdays from November 5th to December 3rd. 4 pm to 5 pm

Over the summer the participants got to explore the different aspects of painting at

our Paint Exploration camp! We learned about different kinds of paint, brushes,

canvasses, and mediums and had a chance to make our own final project using the

new tools we learned. Check out theconcernedkids.com to join us this November! 

ideas is how we all grow as artists and as

people! Learning about different things

that can be used as paint, brushes,

canvases, and mixing mediums,

participants will have the opportunity to

create a final project that incorporates

all of the new ideas that were explored

during the camp. 

Join us and learn how to develop your

own unique artist style! No experience

needed.  

All of the supplies for this class will

delivered to you via contactless

delivery.  Find out more online at

www.theconcernedkids.com/paint



At the age of 12, I published my first novel

My Brother Yak. It wasn’t easy, but it was

worth it. 

If you want to try writing anything, whether

it’s a book or a song or anything else, try to

get your inspiration from your experiences

in real life. For my book, I got most of my

inspiration from funny things that my sister

or cousins or family friends did when they

were little, or even just stories that I heard.

For some reason, parents love talking

about all the weird things their kids do.

Listen to conversations like that as much as

you can.

Most of the stories I start I don’t finish, so

when I started My Brother Yak, I thought it

was just another project I was working on,

and I didn’t expect it to turn into a real

book. However, I got the feeling that I was

going to finish it when I was about 2

chapters in. I had all these different ideas,

and the story sort of just gained its own

momentum. When you feel a creative burst

coming on, just let it happen, and worry

about the details later. The creative burst

isn’t enough, though. Just like anything,

whether it’s sports or math or anything, you

need to practice. Every day, I would come

home from school and go upstairs to my

bedroom to write. Set aside time (at least

thirty minutes a day) for you to practice

writing.

For big projects, you can’t do it all yourself.

You need people around you like family

and friends who are interested in helping

you to achieve your goal. You may need to

ask for help from people who know things

that you don’t. You can ask parents, family

members, parents of friends, and many

more. Ask for advice on how to move your

project forward.

Know that if you ask for advice, that person

will probably want to give you feedback.

You need to keep an open mind to

feedback because if your project is missing

something, feedback will help you. When I

was writing my book, I didn’t think I needed

feedback because I thought it was already

perfect. I was wrong. After I got feedback

and edited it, I realized that it was much

better after. 

Speaking of feedback and advice,

remember that the first and second drafts

are never perfect. People will go through

many drafts before they are satisfied with

their project. Remember that the person

who achieved their goal on the hundredth

time failed and tried again 99 times. It

might be frustrating to keep rewriting your

work, but it’s actually not an obstacle; it’s

part of the process.

To sum it up: draw your inspiration from

real things in your life, just let a creative

burst happen, ask for advice on how to

move your project forward, know how to

accept feedback, practice writing daily, and

be sure to rewrite your work to make it

better. Happy writing!

share with us

W R I T I N G
CHARLI 'S  THOUGHTS ON

do you have a story you'd like to

share with us?  It may be published in

the future.  Send us your stories to 

 info@theconcernedkid.com 

Written by Charli D.





share your self-portraits with us.  Take a photo and  share online

@concernedkidsofficial or email it to

info@theconcernedkids.com.  We may even put it in our next

issue of the Funsplosion.

share with us



TCK’s Puppet Pals Experience is a 4-week

creative interactive safe space through

virtual workshops designed to combat

feelings of loneliness and isolation, and

encourage positive thinking, goal setting,

positive friendship skills, communication

skills and empathy. 

Weekly facilitators will lead fun art-based

activities including a Cate & Levi Hand

Puppet Kit suitable for participants age 7 -

12 years while also exploring various

mindfulness and social themes youth face

on a daily basis. Every session will begin 

puppet pals
T U E S D A Y S  A T  1 0  A M  S T A R T I N G

O C T O B E R  2 9 ,  2 0 2 0

Can you spot the 15 differences in this picture?

with a sing-a-long/movement exercise to

warm-up the group followed by a puppet

character engagement discussing the

weekly program themed session, then

circle share with the group, finishing the

experience with creative DIY crafts.

Week 1:  Understanding Emotions: 

Building Emojis to facilitate communication.

Week 2: Meeting Your Puppet Pal:

Meeting your puppet pals and facilitating

the kit making.

Week 3: Making Your Puppet Pal:

Starting making your puppet pals.

Week 4: Playing with Puppets

Learn how tp manipulate your puppets to

tell fun stories.

Included with your registration is a TCK

Puppet Pal Box. This kit, delivered to your

door, contains all of the materials needed

to make your very own puppet and

participate in all program activities. Spaces

are limited.  Ideal for children 4+

www.theconcernedkids.com/puppetpals



Socks - preferably not ones in current use

Felt or repurposed fabrics - variety of colour

Glue gun or white glue or thread & needle

Scissors

Yarn or string - variety of colours

Marker

Try the sock on your hand to decide where you would like to place your character’s facial

features, eyes, tongue, lips and hair; with the marker make a dot on the sock where you

would like to put each facial feature piece.

Draw and design facial features on felt pieces and then cut all pieces out;

Glue Gun (or white glue or sew) all felt pieces together to create the features, then

attach each item to the desired place onto the sock. (For white glue use: allow all pieces

to dry before use; For sewing use: start right away!)

Create characters to make your own sock puppet shows; 

Most importantly have fun!

Materials you will need: 

5 Easy Steps to Make Sock Puppets:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Easy Sock Puppet 

visit our

YouTube

channel for

our how-to -

video

If you are thinking of selling your home, you
need to find the right REALTOR®. 

 It is important to have a full-time  REALTOR®
who will work with you.  

To find out what your home’s value is in this 
ever-changing market, please call me for a 

 complimentary evaluation.

JUDI LLOYD, BROKER
ABR®, SRS, MCNE®, SRES®

Direct Line:  905-608-8801
judilloyd024@gmail.com

www.judilloyd.com



List 5 things you are thankful for this Thanksgiving.



mindfulness
Journaling

!

Keeping a gratitude journal is a great way to be mindful of
the things around you that make you happy! It's important
for us to remember the things that bring us joy, and doing
so actually has some incredible health benefits!

Studies show that keeping a gratitude journal helps you get a better
sleep! Taking just 15 minutes to write down things you are thankful for

can help you sleep better, and longer.

1.

THE BENEFITS OF
KEEPING A GRATITUDE

JOURNAL

2.  Gratitude improves self-esteem! By focusing on the
things we are grateful for, we spend less time thinking

about the things we don't have.

3.  Gratitude helps improve our
relationships! By being grateful for the

people in our lives, we are more likely to
be kind and caring, which in turn helps
to strengthen our bonds with others.

Visit us at
www.theconcernedkids.com 

to get your free gratitude journal!



However, when we type something unkind

online, we cannot see the person’s

reaction so we may not realize that we

have hurt their feelings. Typing hurtful

things about someone online is called

‘cyberbullying’.

Cyberbullying includes:

• Typing something mean, unkind or

untrue about someone in a text message

or email

• Posting photos, comments or videos that

could embarrass someone

• Spreading rumors or secrets about

someone online

• Insulting or ridiculing someone on social

media

• Harassing players in online games or in

forums

Cyberbullying is particularly harmful

because more people can see the hurtful

messages – it is posted publicly or in a

forum with a wider audience. Plus, there is

no escape for the victim – because it is

online the harmful messages follow them

everywhere.

Over the past few months, many of us have

been spending more time online. Whether

it’s chatting with our grandparents,

connecting with our friends, or doing our

schoolwork, we have all changed the way

we interact with people. Staying in touch

with our friends online can be lots of fun,

but it is important to ensure we are always

treating people with kindness and respect.

We must keep in mind that just because

we’re not seeing people in person, what

we say or type affects them. 

Sometimes, it can be hard to remember

that when we say or type something

unkind about someone either online, in a

text, or in an email that it hurts their

feelings. When this happens in-person, we

can see their face and body language; we

can tell by looking at the person that we

have hurt their feelings. 

BULLYINGBULLYINGBULLYING
CYBERCYBERCYBER



The Concerned Kids has a special puppet

performance that explores the impact on

the victim and the negative consequences

for the perpetrator of cyberbullying. In

“Cyberspace Odyssey”, our puppet friend,

Nam, thoughtlessly posts a hurtful

message on an online forum. That night,

he is visited by a mysterious friend who

takes him on a fantastic journey through

time. Nam witnesses the effect his words

have on someone he cares about, and he

is forced to take responsibility for his

actions. Nam learns that hurtful words are

no less damaging when written on social

media, and that his online actions can have

dire consequences.

To stay safe online be sure you keep all of

your passwords private (even from your

friends!), learn about the safety and

security features of any of the platforms

you are on and make sure that you are

comfortable with what you are posting

about yourself online. 

If you are experiencing cyberbullying,

there are people out there who can help

you. Find an adult that you trust to talk to

about it and ask for help if that is what you

want. Remember that you might not get

the ‘right’ person to help you on your first

try. If you are unsatisfied with this adult’s

response, you can speak to another one.

If you aren’t sure who you want to speak to

or you’d like someone else’s guidance, you

can always call the Kids Help Phone at 1-

800-668-6868.

If we all just remember to be kind to each

other then cyberbullying would be defeated. 

Once you’ve read this, go say something

nice to someone you care about! Tell

someone they’re a good friend, tell a sibling

you think they’re smart, or tell your teacher

that they’re doing a great job, and then give

yourself a big hug for spreading kindness in

the world!



DETAIL 1

DETAIL 2

DETAIL 3

DETAIL 5

DETAIL 4

THE MAIN IDEA

THE STORY TREE
How does the story grow?



Writing prompts are a great way to boost our creative writing. It can help us find a

'starting point' for a story and get our imagination engine revving!

Imagine you're hiding a scary monster in your closet. What are they like? What do

they want? What do they eat?

It's Halloween and you keep seeing the same black cat everywhere. You set out to

investigate...

You and your best friend are lost in a corn maze when you come across a door that

takes you to another world. What happens next?

S-S-S-SCARY 
WRITING PROMPTS

We love to read your stories.  Share your stories with us.  Send them to

info@theconcernedkids.com for a chance to be featured in an upcoming

issue of Funsplotion.



VIRTUAL AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
WEEKLY PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 7-12 YEARS OLD

DELIVERED FROM THE SAFETY AND COMFORT OF YOUR HOME

4, 8 or 10 Weeks available. Starting at $99
Fee includes a kit containing all of the arts and crafts supplies and

snacks for the weekly sessions.
The kits are delivered through contact-free delivery.

Book online at www.concernedkids.com/shop

TUESDAYS 4 PM - 5:30 PM



The main reason I like The Beatles is because they
defined a generation and inspired hundreds of
young teenagers of the 1960s to go out and
become musicians themselves. Another reason
would (of course) be their music. Behind each
song there is at least one interesting story and a
meaning, accompanied by a beautiful melody -
even the cover songs sound great! I would
personally suggest songs and albums post 1965 or
so since because that is around the time where
the Lennon-McCartney songwriting skills really
come into play and get quite awe inspiring. To this
day, (being nearly 60 years since The Beatles
started), their music is still loved by millions and
has inspired even more to be musicians and
express themselves through music. That is why
The Beatles are one of my favourite musical artists
of all time.

Since I was a small child I have always loved The
Beatles. For those of you who don’t know, The
Beatles were an iconic rock group in the 1960s
who paved the way for the future of music. The
group consisted of four young Liverpudlian lads
called John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George
Harrison and Richard Starkey (A.K.A Ringo Starr),
who started playing in clubs in Liverpool,
including The Cavern Club (see photo taken on my
trip there in 2018). The first Beatles song I
remember hearing was ‘Girl’ although odds are I
heard a bunch of other songs before that and just
forgot them. I had been given an MP3 player for
Christmas and my father put a whole bunch of
stuff on it including all of the Beatles albums. I
remember playing that song almost non stop until
the MP3 player was stolen. 

The Magical Musical Tour

Why I love the Beatles
by Jake S., 14

Why is Ringo the best
Beatle?

because without
him, they would be

beatless!

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN
A LIVE SHOW & PIZZA LUNCH FOR YOUR CLASS

For more information, visit us online at www.theconcernedkids.com/contests 

BOOK ONE OF OUR SHOWS THIS FALL AND YOU WILL BE ENTERED INTO

A DRAW FOR A FREE SHOW AND PIZZA PARTY AT YOUR SCHOOL.



My name is Sharon and my daughter Eva and I just

completed The Concerned Kids’ Mom + Me program.

Our relationship has never been better.

Recently, Eva’s father and I split up and it has

been very hard on her. She had become generally

sad and withdrawn. I think part of her blamed me

for making her father leave and the other part of

her blamed her father for being the cause.

Needless to say, she was very unhappy with her

parents.

I wanted to do something with her that would bring her

back to me. There are so few programs out there that

parents and children can enjoy together. Whenever I

suggested something to her it was met with

indifference. And then with Covid, our options were

further limited.

I learned about the Mom + Me program and thought

that it might be something Eva would be willing to try.

The puppets caught her attention. We signed up, and

finally my 7-year old agreed.

Within a few minutes of our first Zoom session, I

could see her brighten up. The TCK staff were so

engaging and fun that we couldn’t help but sing

along with the songs and participate in the fun

conversations happening on our screen! We were

able to experience something enjoyable together

that we could talk about later. Plus, the puppet-

making gave us the opportunity to work together as

a team. We’d never done that before. We had a

common goal and we both looked forward to the

sessions. It was our favourite time of the week.

This program gave us the opportunity to have

conversations that were not so serious. It lifted

some of the weight that had been on our

household. We could talk and laugh about silly

things. Her enjoyment of story time prompted me to

start reading to her again at night. And this is

something we have continued.

Sharing a common experience that was just about

the two of us brought us that closeness we had

been missing. She was able to see her mom having

fun and laughing, and it helped me remember that

Eva needs dedicated time from her me outside of

our chores, school work and hectic day-to-day

lives.

Thank you so much for this program! We can’t wait

to sign up for more.

Sharon + Eva
reconnecting during covid

Sign up. Today!
www.theconcernedkids.com/mom

+



Polar Bears
In Canada we have lots of Polar bears but
in the USA Polar bears are endangered.
Polar bears live in cold icy climates like in
Manitoba during winter. Imagine living in
cold places like that. They have special
blubber to keep them warm and a thick
coat of fur that is oily causing water to
shed off when getting out of the water. 

Fun fact: Polar bears actually
have black skin and their fur is
clear, not white!  

Polar bears live in natural dens when not
hunting. They often move dens and stay in
a new one for months at a time. When
hunting and needing a rest, they dig a
small pit in the snow and curl up in them
putting their back to the wind and
covering their snout area. 

Did you know that a Polar bear usually
only eats seals? They have 42 teeth and
can smell a seal that is a mile away! Aren't
Polar bears so cool?!

Did you know that 16,000
Polar bears live in Canada?

Starting in 1948, The world’s climate
started to warm up. This is called climate
change or global warming. Climate
change is affecting Polar bears a lot. They
live on ice and snow and because of
climate change it is all melting. 

How can we help the Polar bears? We can
help them by fighting climate change and
global warming. We can do that by
turning off the lights when we don’t need
them, taking shorter showers, riding your
bike, taking the bus or walking instead of
driving. Another way is to ask your
parents not to leave the car running when
they're not driving. 

By: Ruby M., 12

what will you do to help the polar bears?



Fall Apple Picking
Apple picking is a fun and energizing activity that kids and adults both

enjoy. Heading out to some of Ontario’s most beautiful farms and
orchards is a great way to see the province in late summer and early fall.

You can make a whole weekend of it by picking your apples one day,
then finding great recipes and baking them up the next.

Here are some great options for apple picking this fall.

Great Lakes Farm 
5111 Union Rd., Port Stanley N5L 1J2

Though this farm is a bit of a drive, the setting
and variety of activities make it worth it! Not
only does Great Lakes Farm offer 12 varieties
of apples, but they also grow pumpkins that
are available for purchase, too. Plus, this
farm boasts wagon rides, corn mazes, a zip
line and so much more! See their website for
details: www.greatlakesfarms.ca

Downey’s Strawberry & Apple Farm  
13707 Heart Lake Rd., Caledon L7C 2K7

Downey’s is an old favourite, and for good
reason. The fruit here is superb. Plus, it’s
close enough to the golden horseshoe that
it’s not a long drive for most families. With 13
varieties of apples to choose from, every
palate can be satisfied here. And if you enjoy
cider or candy apples, make sure to stop by
on a weekend! See their website for details:
www.downeysupickfarm.ca

Avalon Orchards 
3150 5th Line, Innisfil L9S 4P7

Avalon Orchards is a certified organic u-pick
apple orchard. This organic orchard offers
naturally developed apple varieties with high
levels of disease resistance. They are located
in a beautiful rural area with the orchards
nestled between rolling hills and a creek that
features beavers and blue herons. The
bucolic setting provides an ideal getaway
from the busy city. See more on their website
here: www.avalonorchards.net

Wheelbarrow Orchards 
8277 10th Sideroad, Milton L9T 2X7

With a number of Instagramable photo ops,
this beautiful farm not only offers apple
picking, but baked goods, fresh-pressed
cider, local preserves and more. Open seven
days a week until they are ‘picked out’, this
farm provides the opportunity for customers
to book their visit in advance online for extra
savings. See their details here:
www.frasersbeveragecompany.com/wheelbar
roworchards

There are plenty of farms and orchards in our beautiful province,
and apple picking is a great Canadian way of enjoying the

spectacular fall colours. Now go bake those pies!



Apple Crisp
Nothing says fall quite like a piping hot apple crisp out of the oven. Apple crisps are a
great dessert to bake with the little ones – it’s not as finicky as pie so little hands can
get in there mixing up the apples and the ‘crisp’ topping. It only takes a few minutes to

put together, but the taste says, ‘this took all day!’
For our apple crisp we prefer a tart apple such as Granny Smith or Pink

Lady because the sugar in the recipe balances the flavour perfectly.

Ingredients:

Apple Filling

4 cups tart apples, sliced

2 tablespoons lemon juice

2 tablespoons sugar (or up to 4)

1 teaspoon cinnamon

1.5 tablespoons cornstarch

Crisp Topping

1.5 cups old-fashioned rolled oats

.75 cup flour

.5 cup packed brown sugar

.75 cold salted butter, diced

1 teaspoon cinnamon

Method:

Preheat oven to 350 F. Butter an 8x8

baking dish

In a large bowl mix together the

ingredients for the apple filling.

Spread evenly in the baking dish.

In a separate bowl stir together

the dry ingredients. Then add the

diced butter. Working quickly,

pinch the mixture together with

your fingers until it becomes

crumbly.

Top the apples with the crisp

topping mixture by sprinkling it

evenly. Give it a little press down

across the top.

Bake in the centre oven rack for

50-60 minutes, or until the apples

are tender/soft and the topping

is crispy and browned.

Serve warm. Enjoy!



6 WEEK PUPPETRY INTENSIVE
JANUARY 21,  2021 -  FEBRUARY 25,  2021

ONLINE SESSIONS VIA ZOOM
Want to learn how to become a puppeteer?  Learn from

professional puppeteers.  You will learn about:

The History of Puppetry
Types of Puppetry

Designing and Creating Puppets
Manipulating Puppets

Stage Presence
Learning Lines 

Performing

ACADEMYACADEMY
PUPPETRY

T H E  C O N C E R N E D  K I D S

WWW.THECONCERNEDKIDS.COM/ACADEMY
ENROLL IN OUR ACADEMY NOW!

H U R R Y !  L I M I T E D
S P O T S  A V A I L A B L E !

Registration fee: $99 
Register at www.theconcernedkids.com

For inquiries, please email info@theconcernedkids.com



Gabriela
M E E T  O U R  N E W E S T  C H A R A C T E R

Meet Tia Gabriela, everyone’s

favourite auntie.  She is from Brazil

and she speaks Portuguese.  She is

the aunt of TCK’s, Mark and Mike. This

very special aunt always brings  fun to

everything she does, with her partner

Yasmin, their daughter Juliana, and

their kitty Ignacio. This family power

team is always on the go celebrating 

the festive season by visiting loved

ones to share creative time together.

Whether playing games, dancing at

carnival or tending to the garden for

an incredible harvest, Tia Gabriela

always brings something interesting

to the table to explore and discover! 



Voyager 1 is the farthest human-made object from Earth and the first spacecraft to

reach interstellar space.  Launched in 1977 to fly by Jupiter and Saturn, Voyager 1

crossed into interstellar space in August 2012 and continues to collect data.  NASA

placed a message aboard Voyager 1 and 2, intended to communicate a story of our

world to extraterrestrials. The Voyager message is carried by a phonograph record,

a 12-inch gold-plated copper disk containing sounds and images selected to portray

the diversity of life and culture on Earth.



The name “Canada” comes from the Huron-Iroquois word “kanata,”

meaning “village” or “settlement.” 

In 1535, two Indigenous youths told French explorer Jacques Cartier

about the route to Kanata. They were referring to the village of

Stadacona, which is now Québec City. The word “Canada” was used to

describe not only the village, but the entire area controlled by its chief,

Donnacona.

where did canada get its name?

KAY
LIVINGSTONE

Actress, Activist & Mom

Unstoppable visionary Kay Livingstone

was considered one of Canada's leading

Black actresses, while devoting her life

to her family.   Born on October 13, 1919

in London Ontario, Kay was the driving

force and founded the Canadian Negro

Women’s Association in 1951 and

organized the first National Congress of

Black Women in 1973.   At that time,

black women and men were facing a

great deal of unfair treatment and

racism. 

 

Kay was an established radio personality 

and actor.  She devoted a great deal of her

life to social activism. Her work lead to a lot

of positive changes for black communities

across Canada.

In 1975, she coined the phrase "visible

minority”.   In 2014 she was designated as a

person of "National Historic Significance."

And in 2018 she was featured on a Canadian

postage stamp and was honoured with a

plaque in the park near where she lived.

Is there another Canadian whose story you would like for us to

share? Let us know by emailing info@theconcernedkids.com



Find the words from the bottom of the page in the winter word search grid. The words can

be forwards or backwards, vertical, horizontal, or diagonal. Circle each letter separately,

but keep in mind that letters may be used in more than one word. When the winter word

search puzzle is complete, read the remaining letters of the word search puzzle left to

right, top to bottom, to learn an interesting fact about winter.

BLIZZARD  

JANUARY

COLD  

MARCH

DECEMBER  

SHOVEL

DRIFTS  

SKATE

FEBRUARY  

SKIING

FREEZING  

SLUSH

FROST  

SNOWMAN

HOCKEY  

SNOWSTORM

ICE  

TOBBOGAN

ICICLES  

WIND CHILL



I was using a computer before I could

even say the word “computer”. My

connection with technology started early

—I was clicking and playing on websites at

18 months—and it remains a passion of

mine to this day. My interest in computers

and software allowed me to find a space

where I feel valued and included while

pursuing what I am passionate about.

Soon after I began playing games, I knew I

wanted to create my own. I needed to

learn to program a game from the ground

up. Not long before my eighth birthday, I

found a Minecraft network named

“DiamondFire”. DiamondFire is a

Minecraft network dedicated to

programming your own games using a

block coding system. When I first joined

the network, I started work on my first

game—a racing game where you jump

from block to block to reach the finish

first. This game was a good starting point.

It taught me critical thinking, problem

solving, and most importantly, began my

coding career.

Working on this network has a positive

impact on my life. I have grown as a

person, made many friends, and found

acceptance in a community that shares

my passion. The coding community on

DiamondFire has been a safe space and

resource for me during times where I was

bullied or excluded in real life. As I

continued to develop my skill with coding

on DiamondFire, I set a goal for myself to

 help others with coding their own games.

I learned that the support team was

dedicated to doing this and I was

determined to join the team. To apply, I

had to create a game that demonstrated

my skill and mastery of coding on

DiamondFire. I was given the role of

support during a promotion ceremony

and was recently promoted to the full

Helper rank.

I have started learning other coding

languages in order to code outside of

Minecraft. While quarantined this spring, I

built my own computer with some old

parts, and experimented with an IOT

(Internet of Things) Device and hope to

soon begin programming my own game.

Anybody who wants to learn to code

needs a starting point, and my story

demonstrates that putting in effort and

following your passions can take you a

long way. I am so lucky to have had the

support and encouragement of the

DiamondFire community to help me get

to where I am now. I am happy that in my

role as a helper I can give that same

feeling of acceptance and

encouragement to others who join the

network.

MYMYMY
CODINGCODINGCODING
JOURNEYJOURNEYJOURNEY

Written by: Graeme C., 13 



 If you know a child who has

an interesting and engaging

talent or story to share, help

them reach out to us and

together we can help inspire

other kids.

 

If you like what we are doing

here and want to see more of

kid engaging print material,

reach out to your school

Principal or your Parent

Council and we can help you

get free copies of the next

edition of Funsplosion 

delivered to their 

school.

Puppet Pals  

Thursdays starting Oct. 29

Mom + Me 

Wednesdays starting Nov. 4 

Paint Exploration 

Thursdays starting Nov. 5 

After School

Tuesdays starting October  20

Is your teacher amazing?  Would
you like for us to feature them in
our magazine?  Send us an email
to info@theconcernedkids.com

about your teacher and they may
be featured in the next

Funspolsion.

The Concerned Kids Charity is looking for 20 young

people to join our Youth Ambassador program.  Youth

Ambassadors play an important role at The

Concerned Kids.  As a youth ambassador you will

receive a free registration to a program of your

choice, free promotional materials, be the first to see

our new shows and become a brand ambassador.

If you are interested in becoming a youth

ambassador, please have your parents contact us by 

 email at info@theconcernedkids.com.

FUNsplosion
THE CONCERNED KIDS CHARITY OF TORONTO Like the Funsplosion?  

Let's keep the fun going. 
Register for your free copy.

www.theconcernedkids.com/fun 

 REGISTRATION

We are looking for some amazing kids
to join our Youth Ambassador program.  

473 Church Street, Suite 317

Toronto, Ontario ,M4Y 2C5

www.theconcernedkids.com

phone: 416.636.1656

info@theconcernedkids.com

NOW OPEN!

AMBASSADORAMBASSADOR
YOUTH Hey Parents!Hey Parents!Hey Parents!

T E A C H E R  F E A T U R E



L E A R N  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W
T O  U N L E A S H  T H E  I N N E R  D R A G

P E R F O R M E R  I N  Y O U .   O V E R  8  W E E K S ,
O U R  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  D R A G

I N S T R U C T O R S  W I L L  T E A C H  Y O U  T H E  A R T
O F  D R A G .

A G E S  1 6 - 2 1

O C T O B E R  6 ,  2 0 2 0
W W W . D R A G A C A D E M Y . C A

S P O N S O R S H I P  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A V A I L A B L E
S C H O L A R S H I P S  A V A I L A B L E

E S T .  2 0 1 3



ACADEMYACADEMY
PUPPETRY

VIRTUAL AFTER
SCHOOL CLUB

I M M E R S I V E
P U P P E T R Y  P R O G R A M

shop tck

FUNsplosion
THE CONCERNED KIDS CHARITY OF TORONTO

use promo code 'fun01' to save 10% on all products

mom
+ me
P U P P E T R Y  P R O G R A M

puppet pals

Painting 
Exploration 

Program

$2999

+ shipping

$70
+ shipping

$2999

+ shipping

$1999

+ shipping


